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BACKGROUND 

 

This Report provides a summary of the national meeting on the strategic role of energy 

statistics in national policies and improving energy statistics through division of labour and 

data sharing, which was held on September 13, 2013, from 9:00 -12:30 PM at the National 

Statistical Committee of the Republic of Belarus (Belstat) during the 1st Technical 

Assistance mission conducted from 9 - 13  September, 2013 in Minsk, Belarus by the 

INOGATE Expert Team on Energy Statistics.  

 

The meeting which gathered 27 participants from Belstat, Ministry of Economy, Ministry 

of Energy,  Department of Energy Efficiency of the National Committee for 

Standardization, Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection, and 

National Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Belarus, is a horizontal activity 

common to all INOGATE Partner Countries, and defined in the Energy Statistics Action 

Plan under RA 1 (Regional Activity 1): Development/improvement of the legal and 

institutional framework. To achieve more efficient and maximum use of Component D 

resources, sub-tasks D2-3: Support to the organisation of national meetings to 

coordinate division of labour among different stakeholders involved in the energy 

statistics system and D2-4: Support national meetings to raise awareness on the 

importance of available, reliable, timely and transparent energy statistics and why 

energy data is important to national development, were combined in one meeting. 

 
OBJECTIVES OF THE MEETING 
 
The objectives of the meeting were: 

• To raise awareness on the importance of reliable, comparable and transparent 

data in the development of sound national energy policies 

• To facilitate and encourage the establishment of coordination mechanisms within 

the energy statistics system, which will improve the allocation of tasks and 

responsibilities among the main stakeholders, avoid duplication of work and  
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ensure that the system is based on minimum costs and efficient use of 

resources. 

• To support the implementation of activities under TA-1 (Technical Assistance-1) 

of the ESAP i.e. Development/improvement of the legal and institutional 

framework.  
 
PARTICIPANTS 
 
Energy Statistics Stakeholders: See Annex 1: Participants List  

ITS team: Ms. Gloria Aguinaldo (Key Expert, Energy Statistics), Ms. Alenka Kinderman 

Loncarevic, Mr. Peter Dal (Senior Expert, Energy Statistics), Mr Tomasz Trus (Junior 

Expert, Energy Statistics) 

Local Interpreter: Mr. Nikolai Petruff 
 
SUMMARY 
 
During the introductory part of the meeting, the following views were expressed: 

• Ms. Irina Kangro, Deputy Chairman of Belstat opened the meeting and provided a 

summary of the Technical Mission. She was grateful for the professionalism of the 

ITS Expert Team and for the very useful information provided by the experts on 

energy statistics and balances methodologies, calculation of energy efficiency 

indicators in particular ODYSSEE model, uses of administrative data etc. Ms. 

Kangro also underlined that one week spent with INOGATE experts enabled Belstat 

representatives to establish working guidelines the coming year for the Household 

survey and split of final energy consumption by uses and by sector. Belstat 

perceived these tasks as complicated; however, she was optimistic and confident 

that the task would be accomplished through cooperation with other state institutions 

and INOGATE. The 1st INOGATE Technical Assistance Mission had laid the 

foundation for its initiation. 
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• According to a representative from the Belarusian Academy of Sciences, the 

Academy was drafting a new energy security plan for Belarus. Consumption of 

energy, electricity in particular, had been growing constantly in recent years for 

household and services. To fulfil this growth 400 MW of additional capacity would be 

needed till the year 2020, which illustrated the importance of energy statistics in 

monitoring of energy consumption. The Academy hoped for further cooperation with 

Belstat.  

• Ms. Inna Eliseeva from the Department of Energy Efficiency underlined the role of 

energy consumption data, which are essential inputs in the calculation of energy 

efficiency indicators, which could help the country use energy in a more efficient 

manner.  

• Mr. Skvorcov from the Ministry of Economy expressed that the training provided by 

ITS experts during the week had been very useful and will assist the Ministry in 

preparing forecasts and information of better quality. 

• Ms. Gloria Aguinaldo, on behalf of the ITS team, expressed her appreciation to all 

participants for their active participation in all activities conducted during the mission, 

and to Belstat for successfully gathering a broad spectrum of relevant partners in 

energy statistics; hence, providing an extensive platform for constructive dialogue in 

resolving energy statistics related issues. The ITS Team was likewise happy to hear 

that the activities undertaken during the 1st TA Mission had been very useful for the 

further development of energy statistics, balances and efficiency indicators in 

Belarus.	  

 

As background for the round table discussions, two presentations were delivered by the 

ITS Expert Team on:  

• Importance of reliable and comparable energy statistics and energy efficiency 

indicators in national policies.  
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• Improving energy statistics through enhanced division of labour and data 

sharing. 

 

CONCLUSIONS  

 

Conclusions from the round table discussion on:  Importance of reliable and comparable 

energy statistics and energy efficiency indicators in national policies:  

 

• Energy supports nearly all aspects of a modern economy and is a key driver of 

economic development in Belarus. This tends to put an upward pressure on energy 

consumption. With scarcity of energy resources, statistics is important in monitoring 

the growth of energy consumption. 

• Today, Belarus is very dependent on gas imports. A decision has been taken to 

reduce this dependency by a shift into new energy sources (renewables) and 

improved energy efficiency. The development is monitored through energy statistics. 

• In Belarus, energy savings and energy efficiency are at the top of the political 

agenda. Energy statistics and energy efficiency indicators can reveal potentials for 

savings - and energy policies can be monitored through reliable energy statistics and 

energy efficiency indicators. 

• Increased energy consumption calls for new investments in electricity and heat 

production and more interconnections between networks. Models for energy 

planning are required - and models are based on energy statistics. 

• Belstat emphasized the role of INOGATE in development of energy efficiency 

indicators in Belarus, which are in line with international standards. 

• Belstat underlined that the main hindrance in the calculation of reliable energy 

efficiency indicators is the lack of split of final consumption by sectors and end uses, 

an issue, which could be resolved by conducting of final consumption surveys. 
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Conclusions from the round table discussion on: Improving energy statistics through 

enhanced division of labour and data sharing: 

 

• Some of the advantages and benefits from division of labour and data sharing are 

reduction of costs and respondent burden; improvement of institutional relationships; 

improvement of existing data and increased use and awareness of available data. 

• Belstat is an example of best practice in the use of administrative data among the 

INOGATE Partner Countries. 

• The INOGATE recommended increased division of labour and data sharing and 

continuation of dialogue, which was initiated during this meeting, eventually through 

the establishment of a permanent Energy Statistics Working Group (ESWG), which 

will work solely on energy statistics. Presently, Belstat has an ad hoc working group 

on energy security. 

• Belstat requested the ITS Team to provide guidance on what is more important – 

national or international standards. Sometimes, national organisations put pressure 

on Belstat to develop indicators, which are not comparable and in line with 

international and European standards. 

• The INOGATE Team stressed that one of the objectives of the ITS programme on 

energy statistics is to assist the Partner Countries in the harmonisation of energy 

statistics, energy balances and energy efficiency indicators with international and 

European standards, as this will increase comparability and reliability on the national 

and international level. Hence, it is not a question of whether national or international 

standards are more important. It is the responsibility of Belstat as the official 

collector of statistics to ensure that official energy statistics, which are disseminated 

to the public, and which are used as basis for policies and decisions are reliable, 

comparable and of good quality. 

• The Energy Statistics Working Group could be used as a platform for dialogue 

among energy statistics stakeholders, for example, technical discussion on 

methodologies regarding energy efficiency indicators and plans for their 

development. The participants in the group should be specialists in their respective 

fields and Belstat, should have a coordinating role.  
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The meeting was concluded with a general agreement by all parties that the Mission 

had been successfully implemented and that with continuous cooperation among all 

stakeholders, the objective of further development and improvement of energy 

statistics, balances and energy efficiency indicators in Belarus will be achieved 

 
RESULTS ACHIEVED 
 

The National Meeting was successfully implemented and constructive dialogue among 

major energy statistics stakeholders was facilitated and enhanced. A continuation of the 

constructive dialogue, which was initiated during this meeting, is expected to be 

sustained through the ESWG, which will be established through the initiative of Belstat. 
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ANNEX 1. PARTICIPANTS LIST 
	  
National	  Statistical	  Committee	  of	  the	  Republic	  of	  Belarus	  (Belstat):	  

1. I.	  S.	  Kangro	  –Deputy	  Chairman	  of	  Belstat	  
2. O.	  A.	  Dovnar	  –	  Head	  of	  the	  Main	  Department	  for	  the	  Statistics	  of	  Enterprises	  	  
3. I.	  I.	  Konoshonok	  –	  Head	  of	  the	  Department	  for	  Living	  Standards	  Statistics	  and	  

Households	  Surveys	  	  
4. I.	  M.	  Savitskaya	  –	  Head	  of	  the	  Department	  for	  Energy	  and	  Environmental	  Statistics	  

within	  the	  Main	  Department	  of	  the	  Statistics	  of	  Enterprises	  	  
5. Z.	  K.	  Izbekova	  –	  Head	  of	  the	  Section	  for	  Sample	  Surveys	  of	  the	  Department	  for	  Living	  

Standards	  Statistics	  and	  Households	  Surveys	  	  
6. V.	  V.	  Kazey	  –	  Lead	  Economist	  of	  the	  Department	  for	  Energy	  and	  Environmental	  Statistics	  

within	  the	  Main	  Department	  for	  the	  Statistics	  of	  Enterprises	  	  
7. A.	  Y.	  Kondratskaya	  –	  Lead	  Economist	  of	  the	  Department	  for	  Energy	  and	  Environmental	  

Statistics	  within	  the	  Main	  Department	  for	  the	  Statistics	  of	  Enterprises	  	  
8. S.	  V.	  Halilova	  –	  Lead	  Economist	  of	  the	  Department	  for	  Energy	  and	  Environmental	  

Statistics	  within	  the	  Main	  Department	  for	  the	  Statistics	  of	  Enterprises	  
	  
Ministry	  of	  Economy	  of	  the	  Republic	  of	  Belarus:	  	  

1. D.	  V.	  Skvorcov	  –	  Vice	  Head	  of	  the	  Department	  for	  Energy	  Policy	  	  	  
2. G.	  I.	  Malyushkova	  –	  Consultant	  of	  the	  Department	  for	  Energy	  Policy	  
3. A.	  G.	  Tabolov	  –	  Manager	  of	  the	  Economy	  Sector,	  Fuel	  and	  Energy	  Complex,	  Economic	  

Research	  Institute,	  Ministry	  of	  Economy	  	  
	  
Ministry	  of	  Energy	  of	  the	  Republic	  of	  Belarus:	  	  

1. A.	  M.	  Zorich	  –	  Head	  of	  the	  Department	  for	  Strategical	  Development	  and	  External	  
Investment	  Cooperation	  	  	  

2. M.	  B.	  Zhitkievich	  –	  Leading	  Engineer	  of	  the	  Department	  for	  Technical	  Progress,	  Scientific	  
Research,	  Energy	  Efficiency	  and	  Exploitation	  of	  Equipment	  of	  the	  Common	  Purpose	  in	  
the	  National	  Enterprise	  “Beltopgas”	  

3. A.	  F.	  Molochko	  –	  Manager	  of	  the	  Section	  for	  Common	  Energetics	  of	  the	  Unitary	  
Enterprise	  “Beltei”	  

	  
	  National	  Academy	  of	  Sciences	  of	  the	  Republic	  of	  Belarus:	  	  

1. A.	  A.	  Mihalevich	  –	  Scientific	  Leader	  of	  the	  Energy	  Institute	  of	  the	  National	  Academy	  of	  
Sciences	  of	  the	  Republic	  of	  Belarus	  

2. D.	  V.	  Rimko	  –	  Manager	  of	  the	  Laboratory	  “Energy	  Security”	  of	  the	  Energy	  Institute	  of	  the	  
National	  Academy	  of	  Sciences	  of	  the	  Republic	  of	  Belarus	  

3. S.	  G.	  Morozov	  –	  Manager	  of	  the	  Sector	  “Energy	  Economics”	  of	  the	  Energy	  Institute	  of	  
the	  National	  Academy	  of	  Sciences	  of	  the	  Republic	  of	  Belarus	  	  

4. V.	  A.	  Rak	  –	  Junior	  Research	  Associate	  in	  the	  Energy	  Institute	  of	  the	  National	  Academy	  of	  
Sciences	  of	  the	  Republic	  of	  Belarus	  

5. V.	  A.	  Tkachev	  –	  Junior	  Research	  Associate	  in	  the	  Energy	  Institute	  of	  the	  National	  
Academy	  of	  Sciences	  of	  the	  Republic	  of	  Belarus	  
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6. V.	  V.	  Sosipovich	  –	  Junior	  Research	  Associate	  in	  the	  Energy	  Institute	  of	  the	  National	  
Academy	  of	  Sciences	  of	  the	  Republic	  of	  Belarus	  	  

7. L.	  P.	  Padalko	  –	  Lead	  Research	  Associate	  of	  the	  Industrial	  Politics	  Sector	  in	  the	  
Department	  of	  the	  Dynamics	  of	  Socio-‐Economical	  Systems	  in	  the	  National	  Scientific	  
Institution	  “Institute	  of	  Economics”	  

8. Y.	  N.	  Rumyanceva	  –	  Senior	  Research	  Associate	  of	  the	  Sector	  for	  Efficient	  Use	  of	  Mineral	  
Resources	  in	  the	  Department	  for	  Monitoring	  of	  the	  Socio-‐Economic	  Development	  in	  the	  
National	  Scientific	  Institution	  “Institute	  of	  Economics”	  	  	  

9. S.	  N.	  Nikitin	  –	  Senior	  Research	  Associate	  in	  the	  National	  Scientific	  Institution	  “A.	  V.	  Lykov	  
Institute	  for	  heat	  and	  mass	  transfer”	  	  	  

	  
Department	  on	  Energy	  Efficiency	  of	  the	  National	  Committee	  for	  Standardization	  of	  the	  
Republic	  of	  Belarus:	  	  

1. I.	  V.	  Eliseeva	  –	  Head	  of	  the	  Information	  and	  Analytical	  Department	  	  
2. N.	  L.	  Karunos	  –	  Vice	  Head	  of	  the	  Information	  and	  Analytical	  Department	  	  

	  
Ministry	  of	  Natural	  Resources	  and	  Environmental	  Protection	  of	  the	  Republic	  of	  Belarus:	  	  

1. A.	  S.	  Pilipchuk	  –	  Head	  of	  the	  Department	  for	  Regulation	  of	  the	  Emissions	  to	  Atmosphere	  
and	  Depletion	  of	  Ozone	  Layer	  	  	  

2. D.	  V.	  Meleh	  –	   Junior	  Research	  Associate	   in	   the	  Department	   for	  Ecological	  Certification	  
and	  Audit	  of	  the	  Unitary	  Enterprise	  “BelNITZ	  “Ecologia”	  

 


