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1 PART 1 – EUROPEAN COMMISSION 

1.1 Background 

Assignment Title: INOGATE Annual Energy Statistics Network Meeting 

Country and Dates: Tbilisi, Georgia, 17 November and 18 November 2015 

Beneficiary Organisation: Members of the Energy Statistics Network for the 9 Inogate PCs that 
have signed and implemented ESAPs (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, 
Georgia, Moldova, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Ukraine) 

Beneficiary Organisation -  
key contact persons – name 
and e-mail address 

17 members from the Energy Statistics Network attended the 
meeting  

See list and contact details in respectively Annex 2.3.3 and 2.3.4 

Deliverables Produced • Meeting proceedings and presentations (English and Russian) 
• Final report on activity RWP.15 (English and Russian) 
• Impact assessment report 

Expert Team Members • Ms Gloria Aguinaldo, Senior Non Key Expert for Statistics 
• Mr Nicolas Brizard, Key Expert for Energy Statistics  
• Ms Alenka Kinderman Lončarević, Senior Non Key Expert for En-

ergy Statistics 
• Mr Tomasz Trus, Junior Non Key Expert for Energy Statistics 
• Ms Mariya Ilyina, Event and Logistics Coordinator 

 

1.2 Essence of the Activity  

The Energy Statistics component of the INOGATE Technical Secretariat (ITS) organised the annual 
Energy Statistics Network (ESN) Meeting for 2015 in Tbilisi (Georgia) on 17 and 18 November 2015.  

The ESN was created and convened for the first time during the Energy Statistics Meeting held in 
Brussels on September 2012. The ESN consists of representatives officially nominated by the 
National Statistical Institutes (NSIs) and by the Ministries responsible for policy making in the energy 
sector. ESN meetings gather the ESN representatives (two per country) from the nine Partner 
Countries that have signed and implemented ESAPs.  

The ESN is a forum for constructive dialogue between energy statisticians and policy makers from 
different countries on energy statistics related issues as well as a platform for exchange of 
knowledge, experiences and ideas on energy statistics. Ever since the beginning of ITS energy 
statistics activities, ESN representatives have been very pro-active partners in the implementation 
and monitoring of ITS activities on energy statistics in their respective countries. The ESN is now a 
well-established and well-recognized regional coordination tool in the field of energy statistics. 

The 2015 ESN meeting was the fourth since 2012 and the last one since the INOGATE project is to 
close officially on 30 April 2016. Its main objectives were as follows: 
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• Allow NSI and Ministry representatives to present the latest developments and plans for the 
near future in the production and use of energy statistics in their respective country;  

• Prepare and propose a first draft of the final assessment of the INOGATE project on the de-
velopment and use of energy statistics in Partner Countries from 2012 till early 2016 (“what 
measurable results were achieved by INOGATE both at regional and national level”); 

• Give DG NEAR the opportunity to inform PCs about the contours of the future technical as-
sistance envisaged in the field of energy statistics and for the development of evidence-
based energy policies in the region (i.e. «post 2016»); 

• Allow representatives from Eurostat, the IEA and the Energy Community Secretariat to pre-
sent their own assessment as well as their current and planned activities in the field of ener-
gy statistics in the region; 

• Allow Partner Countries to share knowledge and experience on key energy statistics issues 
and topics (e.g. household energy consumption surveys, energy efficiency indicators, etc.) 

 

1.3 Key Findings 

In terms of regional results and impacts, the participants agreed that all Partner Countries have 
made good to very good progress since the inception of the project in 2012 despite very different 
starting points and available resources. The Partner Countries’ headway can be measured through 
the ESAP indicators which monitoring started in 2012. 

More specifically, a clear increase in the capacity of PCs to collect, compile and disseminate better 
energy statistics harmonised with European and international standards was observed. As a result:   

• The increased harmonisation of Energy Data Collection Systems with international standards 
was realised in all nine PCs; 

• All PCs are expected to be in the position to publish Energy Balances that follow international 
standards at project end versus three in 2012; 

• All countries will be in the position to submit improved 5 joint annual energy questionnaires 
to the IEA; 

• An improvement of the institutional framework for the production and use of energy 
statistics has been observed in most countries thanks to the implementation of better 
interagency cooperation tools. Energy Statistics Working Groups have been created and are 
now fully functional in eight PCs; 

• The use of official energy statistics in policy making in the region has also improved even if a 
lot remains to be done in that area. 

During the meeting, a number of key factors have been identified that explain the overall success of 
INOGATE in the field of energy statistics. Among these success factors are the early consensus found 
between ITS and Partner Countries about what were the priorities and the modus operandi. These 
were formalised in ESAPs, which have proved instrumental for the making of this success. ESAPs have 
also provided an invaluable monitoring and evaluation tool to ITS and PCs and established a baseline 
against which success could be measured. Nine out of eleven PCs agreed to make the journey and to 
follow a clear roadmap for the implementation of activities. ESAPs also fostered support from a 
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broad array of stakeholders including Ministries of Energy, Energy Efficiency Agencies and other 
institutions.  
 
Finally, the observed progress is also the result of the very good and close collaboration between 
NSIs’ staff and ITS experts and the close coordination with international stakeholders (IEA, EnCS, 
Eurostat). 

 
1.4 Ownership and Benefits of the Activity 

The ESN consists of two representatives officially nominated by (i) the National Statistical Institute 
(NSI) and (ii) by the Ministries responsible for policy making in the energy sector. The ESN concept 
was designed precisely to ensure that the development of better energy statistics contributes to the 
improvement of energy policy-making.   

ESN members have been following the INOGATE project in the field of energy statistics since 2012 
and as a result have ensured the dissemination of INOGATE’s results and the coordination between 
various national stakeholders. 

The ESN appears to have been a crucial tool. ESN members have proved to be an anchor for all 
regional and national activities carried out since 2012. The ESN provided continuity and consistency 
for all activities and proved an effective experience sharing and discussion platform as well as a 
source of motivation through “soft benchmarking”. 
 

1.5 Recommendations 

During the ESN meeting, a number of recommendations for the future have been made1: 

• Further improvement in the quality of energy statistics and energy balances in some PCs is 
still necessary; 

• The calculation of Energy Efficiency Indicators needs continued attention and further devel-
opment in most countries; 

• The use of official energy statistics and energy balances in energy planning in most PCs 
should be made more systematic and requires better dissemination and improved coordina-
tion between stakeholders; 

• Advanced energy statistics for energy planning are determined by energy sector 
characteristics, and should therefore be carefully planned and compiled by NSIs or relevant 
institutions;  

• PCs are encouraged to make a more systematic use of administrative data sources (e.g. 
registers); 

• Since energy markets are very dynamic, energy statistics need to evolve and adapt to reflect 
policy and technology induced changes. NSIs should be ready to recognise changes and 
adjust the energy statistics system to the new requirements; 

• In order to meet the challenges listed above, INOGATE governments are strongly 
encouraged to ensure that their NSIs are properly staffed and resourced. On their side, NSIs, 
relevant ministries, energy agencies and companies should maintain and keep alive their 
Energy Statistics Working Group (ESWG) by meeting on a regular basis (e.g. quarterly). Such 
discussion platforms are important for the early identification and solving of issues such as 

                                                           
1 Detailed recommendations for each PC have been presented during session 3 of the ESN meeting (see annex 2.3.2) 
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new data requirements, new national and international obligations, new standards, division 
of work amongst stakeholders, reduction of respondent burden, improved dissemination, 
etc.   

• Energy Statistics Working Groups (ESWGs) can also be used as a first step to establish a 
consensus-building mechanism to promote and facilitate active stakeholder engagement, a 
crucial factor of success in the design of successful evidence-based medium and long-term 
energy strategies;  

• Independently of future TA programmes on energy statistics, PCs are strongly encouraged to 
develop further and clarify the data sharing responsibilities, division of work in data 
collection, processing and analysis (e.g. modelling and foe-recasting) and other ways of 
working amongst stakeholders. These can be formalised in MoUs to be agreed upon and 
signed by all key stakeholders;  

• With energy statistics reaching a higher level of quality and completeness, NSIs should strive 
to make the data more accessible and understandable to all users. Consequently, they 
should develop or improve quality reporting, metadata documentation and ensure that the 
dissemination of energy statistics is timely, comprehensive and free of charge; 

• The update or the development of new Energy Statistics Action Plans for future energy 
statistics activities in all PCs is strongly recommended. The new ESAPs could use the 
consolidated achievements of the INOGATE project from 2012-2016 as baseline. These new 
ESPAs could be carried out under the auspices of the new TA project and should consider 
the further improvement of energy statistics and their linkage with energy planning and 
policymaking (data analysis, modelling, forecasting, scenario analysis); 

• In future TA programmes, the use of peer-to-peer assistance should be envisaged. Experts 
from a beneficiary country with significant experience in energy balances could for instance 
provide assistance – under EU supervision – to another less advanced beneficiary country. 

 

1.6 Challenges Faced 

Although the results achieved by INOGATE in the field of energy statistics are significant, some 
important challenges remain. One of the main issues concerns the institutional framework or setup 
in which the production and use of energy statistics activities are organised. In several countries, 
there is the need to clarify further the responsibilities of stakeholders. The chosen framework should 
be as clear and practical as possible and sufficient resources should be allocated to the collection, 
compilation and dissemination of energy statistics. This is a pre-requisite for the successful 
implementation of new activities in the future. In other words, the further consolidation of 
interagency cooperation is required in most countries. This is very important for the preparation 
basic statistics and energy balances but even more crucial for more complex activities such as the 
calculation of energy efficiency indicators and energy planning activities.  

Improved interagency cooperation is also a way to mitigate another challenge, which is the lack of 
human and financial resources faced by many NSIs. 
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1.7 Impact Matrix  

The tables below show for selected ESAP indicators, a summary of the progress made by PCs since 
2012. Each indicator is assessed either quantitatively or using a 1 to 5 rating scale, 1 representing a 
situation in which the item is not in place and 5 representing a situation in which the objective has 
been achieved. 

Assessment rating scale 

 
One last assessment will be conducted in February 2016 so as to provide a status report at project end. 

Legal framework in place 

 
Household energy survey 
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Number of Energy Statisticians at the NSI 

 
Energy Balances follow international standards 

 
Official statistics used for planning 
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2 PART 2 – BENEFICIARIES 
2.1 Executive Summary 

The Energy Statistics component of the INOGATE Technical Secretariat (ITS) organised the annual 
Energy Statistics Network (ESN) Meeting for 2015 in Tbilisi (Georgia) on 17 and 18 November 2015. 
ESN meetings gather the ESN representatives (two per country) from the nine Partner Countries that 
have signed and implemented ESAPs.  
 
The ESN is a forum for constructive dialogue between energy statisticians and policy makers from 
different countries on energy statistics related issues as well as a platform for exchange of 
knowledge, experiences and ideas on energy statistics. The ESN is now a well-established and well-
recognized regional coordination tool in the field of energy statistics. Since 2012 and the inception of 
energy statistics activities within INOGATE, the ESN provided continuity and consistency for the 
implementation of regional and country activities and proved an effective experience sharing and 
discussion platform as well as a source of motivation through “soft benchmarking”. 
 
In terms of regional results and impacts, the participants to the fourth ESN meeting agreed that all 
Partner Countries have made good to very good progress since the inception of the project in 2012 
despite very different starting points and available resources. The Partner Countries’ headway can be 
measured through the ESAP indicators which monitoring started in 2012. More specifically, a clear 
increase in the capacity of PCs to collect, compile and disseminate better energy statistics 
harmonised with European and international standards was observed. As a result:   

• The increased harmonisation of Energy Data Collection Systems with international standards 
was realised in all nine PCs; 

• All PCs are expected to be in the position to publish Energy Balances that follow international 
standards at project end versus three in 2012; 

• All countries will be in the position to submit improved joint questionnaires to the IEA; 

• An improvement of the institutional framework for the production and use of energy 
statistics has been observed in most countries thanks to the implementation of better 
interagency cooperation tools. Energy Statistics Working Groups have been created and are 
now fully functional in eight PCs; 

• The use of official energy statistics in policy making in the region has also improved even if a 
lot remains to be done in that area. 

Although the results achieved by INOGATE in the field of energy statistics are significant, some 
important challenges remain. One of the main issues concerns the institutional framework or setup 
in which the production and use of energy statistics activities are organised. In several countries, 
there is the need to clarify further the responsibilities of stakeholders. The chosen framework should 
be as clear and practical as possible and sufficient resources should be allocated to the collection, 
compilation and dissemination of energy statistics. This is a pre-requisite for successful 
implementation of new activities in the future. In other words, the further consolidation of 
interagency cooperation is required in most countries. This is very important for the preparation 
basic statistics and energy balances but even more crucial for more complex activities such as the 
compilation of energy efficiency indicators that are necessary for monitoring and planning energy 
efficiency measures or the preparation of energy forecasts and scenarios. 

Improved interagency cooperation is also a way to mitigate another challenge, which is the lack of 
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human and financial resources faced by many NSIs.  

During the ESN meeting, DG NEAR confirmed that the EU technical assistance in the field of Energy 
Statistics would continue after the end of the INOGATE project on 30 April 2016 until 2020. Imple-
mentation details were not available yet and will be communicated to Partner Countries later in 
2016.  
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2.2 Main Report 

In this section, we provide the key results and conclusions from the various presentations given and 
discussions held during the ESN Meeting.  The complete set of presentations delivered during the 
Conference can be downloaded in English and Russian from the INOGATE website:  

English:  

http://www.inogate.org/activities/631?lang=en&section=documents#documents  

Russian:  

http://www.inogate.org/activities/631?lang=ru&order=date_issue_desc&section=documents 

 

2.2.1 Day 1 of the ESN meeting: 17 November 2015 

The first day of the meeting began with an introduction by INOGATE Technical Secretariat (ITS) 
Energy Statistics Key Expert (KE4), Mr Nicolas Brizard and welcome remarks by Ms Nana Pirtskhelani 
(Adviser to the Minister of the Ministry of Energy of Georgia), Ms Natalja Miolato (Programme 
Manager, DG Near) and Ms Muriel Lambert De Rouvroit (Attaché, EU Delegation to Georgia).  

Mr Michele Schivazappa (Eurostat), Mr Markus Fager-Pintila (International Energy Agency -IEA), Ms 
Milka Mumovich (Energy Community Secretariat - EnCS), ITS experts and representatives from nine 
INOGATE Partner Countries namely Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Moldova, Tajikistan and Ukraine also attended the two-day meeting. 

The first day consisted of four sessions, wherein the following topics were discussed:  

• Session 1: Statistical cooperation in the INOGATE Partner Countries (PCs) 
• Session 2: INOGATE Energy Statistics activities in Partner Countries: state of play and impact 

assessment 
• Session 3: Achievements of Energy Statistics Action Plans (ESAPs) in INOGATE PCs 
• Session 4: Framework of the future EU Technical Assistance in the field of Energy Statistics 

for INOGATE PCs 

  

http://www.inogate.org/activities/631?lang=en&section=documents%23documents
http://www.inogate.org/activities/631?lang=ru&order=date_issue_desc&section=documents
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2.2.1.1 Session 1:  Statistical Cooperation in the INOGATE Partner Countries 

Before starting the first session, KE4 presented a brief outline of the agenda for the two-day meeting, 
after which he provided an overview of energy statistics activities for the entire extension period and 
their status of implementation.  

 
Status of implementation of Energy Statistics activities as of 17 November 2015 

 
 
Ms. Milka Mumovich provided an update on EnCS activities in general, stressing in particular the 
good cooperation on energy statistics between EnCS and INOGATE in countries, which they have in 
common namely Moldova, Ukraine, Georgia and Armenia. 

The IEA representative, Mr. Markus Fager-Pintia, illustrated in his presentation the significant 
progress achieved by the nine INOGATE PCs from 2012 to 2015 in the improvement of data quality, 
consistency, timeliness, completeness and comparability of the five joint annual energy 
questionnaires submitted by these countries to the IEA.  
 
The IEA assessment was based on submissions for the 2013 cycle, since the deadline of submission 
of questionnaires by the countries for the 2014 cycle is end of November 2015. He acknowledged 
that the remarkable improvement in data quality observed by the IEA may be attributed to the 
successful implementation of energy statistics activities by ITS in these countries as well as the 
excellent cooperation between the IEA and INOGATE, which focuses on the improvement of basic 
energy data. 
 
The next three slides show how the availability and quality of data submitted to the IEA has im-
proved since 2011.  
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Each presentation was followed by a question and answer session. A question was directed by 
Ukraine to the EnCS representative regarding new data requirements to contracting parties and by 
Belarus to the IEA representative to provide examples of double counting of data. 
 
2.2.1.2 Session 2: INOGATE Energy Statistics activities in Partner Countries – State of Play and 

Impact Assessment 

This session highlighted the state of play in terms of energy statistics in all nine PCs and provided an 
impact assessment of ITS’ activities from the point of view of both the ITS and country 
representatives.  

KE4 opened this session by an introductory presentation reiterating the primary objectives of the 
INOGATE project on energy statistics to set the assessment of the progress achieved in the right 
perspective. According to INOGATE’s Terms of Reference (2011), the results to be achieved for 
Component D are the following: 

• Increased capacity of NSIs and NSSs to collect, process and disseminate reliable energy 
statistics and indicators 

• Convergence with European and international standards and methodologies  
• Increased use of statistics in energy policy and decision making 
• Better understanding of energy planning tools 

 
He then presented an overview of the implemented activities since 2012 and discussed the necessity 
to conduct an impact assessment to determine whether the project’s objectives have been achieved 
and the lessons learned which may be used as basis for the direction of future technical assistance 
after the closure of the ITS project.  
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Furthermore, he elaborated on the assessment tools currently used by the project since 2012 i.e. the 
ESAP monitoring indicators and IEA’s assessment of the submissions of 5 joint annual energy 
questionnaires by PCs. He also introduced a new assessment tool i.e. structured interviews targeting 
beneficiaries and stakeholders to be concluded by end of February 2016. 
 

The INOGATE journey since 2012 

 
 

Overview of INOGATE’s energy statistics activities implemented or under implementation  
(2012-2016) 

 

 
IM: Inception Mission; ESAP: Energy Statistics Action Plan; TAM: Technical Assistance Mission; WS: Workshop; EEI: Energy 
Efficiency Indicators; EB: Energy Balances, IC: International Conference; ST: Study Tour; Ad Hoc: Ad Hoc mission 
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A joint assessment by ITS and country representatives followed.  KE4 presented the key results and 
impact of ITS activities on the development and use of energy statistics in each PC and the region as 
a whole using ESAP monitoring indicators with 2012 status as baseline.  
 
The detailed results of this assessment are shown in Annex 2.3.1. of this report. 
 
The status and achieved results as of 2015 were based on the responses of the PCs to the progress 
report and self-assessment questionnaires, which were sent to each country before the meeting. All 
PCs showed remarkable improvement in 2015 compared to 2012 e.g. legal and institutional 
framework, energy data collection system, energy balance, energy efficiency indicators and energy 
planning. 
 
A round table followed with representatives from the PCs reporting on the latest developments and 
their own assessment of progress and results achieved in their respective countries. 
 
• Armenia:  The representative from the National Statistical Service of Armenia (NSS), Ms. Hasmik 

Hakobyan reported significant progress in the improvement of completeness of energy data. 
This will enable the NSS to submit to the IEA, 5 questionnaires instead of 4 for the 2014 cycle. A 
preliminary energy balance has also been compiled with ITS assistance during the workshop in 
Zagreb in November 2015. However, the quality still has to be improved due to insufficient en-
ergy consumption data in the services and agricultural sector. Surveys in the household, indus-
try and transport sector have been implemented, but due to lack of financial and human re-
sources, the planned surveys for services and other sectors had to be postponed to 2016. In 
2014, Armenia adopted the Law on Energy Savings and Renewable Energy, which defines 
among other things the division of labour between the NSS and Ministry of Energy with respect 
to the compilation and dissemination of energy balance. The NSS is responsible for the collec-
tion and production of energy statistics and the dissemination (publication) of the official ener-
gy balance. The Ministry of Energy is responsible for the compilation of the official energy bal-
ance.  

 
• Azerbaijan:  Mr. Hajibala Dadashov, State Statistical Committee of Azerbaijan (SSC) representa-

tive stressed that energy statistics have been a high priority of the State even before 2012. As a 
result, Azerbaijan started at a higher level of development compared to other INOGATE PCs. 
The energy data collection system was already harmonised with existing international stand-
ards. However, the SSC was able to achieve further improvement in energy statistics and energy 
balances with ITS assistance e.g. in the design of final energy consumption survey of house-
holds. ITS assistance also laid down the foundations for the development of energy efficiency 
indicators through capacity building of statistical staff in the form of training, improved meth-
odologies, exchange of knowledge and best practices.  

 
• Belarus:  The representative of the National Statistical Committee of Belarus (NSC or Belstat), 

Ms. Olga Dovnar reported remarkable improvement and progress since 2012 as a result of co-
operation with ITS. Cooperation with other Belarusian institutions has been enhanced with the 
establishment of a functional Energy Statistics Working Group. Energy Statistics and balances 
are now harmonised with international standards and the quality of submissions of 5 joint an-
nual energy questionnaires to the IEA has also been improved. The NSC has also adopted and 
included ITS recommendations in the NSC annual work programs from 2014 to 2016 for further 
improvement of energy statistics, energy balances and energy efficiency indicators. The NSC is 
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in the process of implementing these recommendations. Improvements which were highlighted 
are: development and adoption of a climate correction methodology, which adjusts energy sta-
tistics and energy balances with a climate correction factor and public dissemination of energy 
statistics and balances in Belstat’s website.  

 

• Georgia: Mr. Gogita Todradze of the National Statistics Office of Georgia acknowledged the 
great role of ITS in the development of a completely new, flexible and modern energy data col-
lection system (EDCS) in 2014. Technical assistance provided by ITS experts laid the basis for 
energy collection methodologies fully harmonised with international standards, which were 
adopted by Geostat. Final energy consumption surveys in all sectors of the economy were con-
ducted in 2014 with ITS providing technical assistance in survey methodologies as well as in the 
processing and analysis of survey results. The collection of complete supply and consumption 
data enabled Geostat, with the assistance of ITS experts, to compile the first official energy bal-
ance of Georgia for the year 2013 and to submit for the first time the 5 joint annual energy 
questionnaires to the IEA using official energy statistics. With technical assistance from the ITS, 
the priority of Georgia this year is to further improve the quality of energy statistics and energy 
balance for 2014, as well as the timely submission of the 5 annual energy questionnaires for 
2014 to the IEA by the end of November 2015. Geostat will also continue to expand the use of 
administrative sources of data to decrease respondent burden. Another priority is the collection 
of monthly oil and gas statistics from energy companies, distributors and other sources of data. 

 

• Kazakhstan:  The Ministry of Energy representative, Mr. Zhaisan Kulanbay, reported briefly on 
the latest changes in the organisational structure as a result of the merging of the Ministry of 
Oil and Gas and the Ministry of Industry and Technology into a single Ministry, i.e. Ministry of 
Energy, which is now responsible for energy policies and issues in Kazakhstan. Although, the 
energy statistics representative was unable to attend the meeting, the progress report and high 
level assessment questionnaires were completed and submitted promptly to the ITS.   

 
• Kyrgyzstan:  The representative of the National Statistical Committee (NSC), Ms. Chynarkul 

Abrakhmanova, expressed her thanks to INOGATE for the invaluable cooperation it provided. 
INOGATE’s assistance contributed to further development and improvement of energy statistics 
and energy balances in Kyrgyzstan towards full harmonisation with international standards. 
Through the recommendations of ITS experts, the NSC adopted the methodology for energy 
balance compilation, which is in accordance with international standards and applied from 
2015. In 2015, the NSC has also implemented final energy consumption surveys in industry, ser-
vices, agriculture and transport sectors according to ITS recommendations. Due to lack of fund-
ing, survey in the household sector still remains to be done.  

 

• Moldova:  The National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) representative, Ms. Svetlana Bulgac reported 
satisfactory progress in the improvement of energy statistics in Moldova through the initiation 
of ITS Technical Assistance since 2013, despite meagre resources at their disposal and the lack 
of a modern software to process and compile data. ITS experts developed a model for energy 
data collection and provided to the NBS methodologies for the collection of monthly and energy 
prices. The methodology on energy statistics and energy prices has been approved by NBS at 
the end of 2014. From 2015, the NBS has succeeded in collecting and disseminating, monthly 
statistics and electricity and gas prices, which has to be done in a semi-manual manner with the 
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existing old software.  However, financial support has been obtained for the development of 
new software to support the energy data collection system. In the beginning of 2016, it is ex-
pected that annual and monthly data will be processed through the new software. Ms. Ina Cre-
tu from the Ministry of Economy reported that on February 24, 2014, the government adopted 
Government Decision no. 141, which approved the establishment of an Energy Statistics Sys-
tem. The first short-term prospective Energy Balance was finalised by the Ministry of Economy 
in January 2015 based on a special methodology developed jointly with an EU funded Technical 
Assistance Project. Further assistance is needed in the preparation of long-term prospective en-
ergy balances.  

 

• Tajikistan:  Mr. Sherafgan Ghafurov, ESN representative from the Agency on Statistics under 
the President of Tajikistan (TAJSTAT), expressed his appreciation for the technical assistance 
provided by INOGATE to develop energy statistics and energy balance harmonised with interna-
tional standards. With the workshop in Zagreb in November 2015, this will soon become a reali-
ty. With ITS recommendations, new forms for energy data collection had been introduced and 
final energy consumption data has been collected using the new forms in the industry and ser-
vices sectors.  TAJSTAT expects to submit for the first time, the 5 joint annual energy question-
naires to the IEA by the end of 2015, for the year 2014. 

 

• Ukraine:  Mr. Anatoliy Fryzorenko, ESN representative from the State Statistics Service of 
Ukraine (SSSU) stated that energy statistics in Ukraine, just like Azerbaijan, were already well 
developed when the INOGATE project on energy statistics started. However, further develop-
ment is a continuous process. The SSSU welcomed the project as it provided new opportunities 
for improvement. For instance, the ITS has financed consultation visits for SSSU experts to the 
IEA in Paris, to enable timely compilation of energy balance and ensure consistent and high 
quality questionnaires submission to the IEA. The energy prices reporting system still has to be 
established.  

 

The session was characterised by lively and open discussions among the participants to clarify and 
elaborate issues regarding the results achieved by the Partner Countries. 
 
 
2.2.1.3 Session 3: Achievements of Energy Statistics Action Plans in INOGATE Partner Countries 

 

ITS senior expert, Ms. Alenka Kinderman Loncarević, provided a detailed assessment of the main 
achievements of the INOGATE activities in the field energy statistics and recommended next steps for 
each Partner Country.  

The assessment was based on first-hand knowledge and on the responses of the PCs to the progress 
report questionnaires, which consisted of an update of the status of ESAP monitoring indicators from 
2012 to 2015 that each country completed and sent back to ITS. Before the detailed assessment, the 
expert explained the concept and structure of the Energy Statistics Action Plans, ESAP monitoring 
indicators and recommended methodologies. 
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Development and implementation of ESAPs (2012-2015) 

 
The main conclusions from the assessment of the 9 PCs by ITS are as follows: 

• Carefully planned implementation of regional and national activities during the period 2012-
2015 resulted in significant and satisfactory progress in all PCs; 

• This progress was achieved due to good and close collaboration between the NSIs’ staff and 
ITS experts; 

• ITS methodology recommendations are fully aligned with international standards; 
• The NSIs should further develop advanced energy statistics to meet data needs of the 

energy sector, and which will be used in energy planning models; 
• Advanced energy statistics for energy planning are determined by energy sector 

characteristics, and should therefore be carefully planned and compiled; and 
• Development of new Energy Statistics Action Plans for future energy statistics activities is 

strongly recommended. 
 

The concept of Energy Statistics Action Plans (ESAPs) 
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ITS Senior Expert, Ms. Gloria Aguinaldo, delivered her presentation, Update on ESAP Indicators: 
monitoring the impact of technical assistance provided by the Inogate in Energy Statistics since 2012, 
before Session 5 of the next day due to lack of time. The presentation provided a general assessment 
of the impact of ITS technical assistance for each PC according to the main areas of activities: legal 
and institutional framework, energy data collection system, energy balance, energy prices, energy 
efficiency indicators and energy planning.  

The main conclusions were as follows: 

• Improved interagency cooperation in 9 PCs; 
• Energy Statistics Working Groups have been created and are now fully functional in 8 PCs; 
• Increased harmonisation of Energy Data Collection Systems with international standards in 9 

PCs; 
• Improved energy balance compilation harmonised with international standards in 9 PCs;  
• Improved submissions of 5 joint annual energy questionnaires to IEA. 

 
Some recommendations have also been made: 

• The further improvement of the quality of energy statistics and energy balances in some PCs 
is still necessary; 

• The calculation of Energy Efficiency Indicators, Renewable Energy Shares and CO2 emissions 
in some PCs, needs further development; 

• The use of energy statistics and energy balances in energy planning in few PCs need further 
improvement.  

 
2.2.1.4 Session 4: Contours of the future EU Technical Assistance in the field of Energy Statistics 

for INOGATE Partner Countries 

Mr. Michele Schivazappa, Eurostat representative, presented the approach and adopted format for 
Eurostat’s new cycle of quality reports in energy statistics bearing in mind the quality criteria of sta-
tistical outputs, which are: relevance, accuracy, timeliness, punctuality, accessibility and clarity, 
comparability and coherence. He stressed the importance of the cooperation on energy statistics 
between Eurostat and international organisations such as the IEA, the EnCS, INOGATE, and the UN in 
the improvement of data quality. Participants from Belarus and Ukraine expressed interest to see 
the Quality Report Template, which at the time of the ESN meeting is only available in English. 
 
Ms. Natalja Miolato, Programme Manager, DG NEAR delivered the last presentation of the day con-
cerning the proposed future EU technical assistance in Energy Statistics from 30 April 2016 to 2020. 
Although INOGATE will cease to exist at the end of April 2016, Ms. Miolato confirmed the continua-
tion of EU technical assistance in the field of energy statistics possibly under the auspices of the In-
ternational Energy Agency.  
 
The PC representatives expressed appreciation of the good news, and they look forward to continu-
ing the fruitful cooperation with the EU, which was initiated under the INOGATE project. The energy 
statistics representative from Kyrgyzstan suggested that the peer-to-peer exchange of knowledge 
and expertise should be considered in the planning of the new EU technical assistance. 
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2.2.2 Day 2 of the ESN meeting: 18 November 2015 

The second day included three sessions:  

• Session 5: Sharing of experience between Partner Countries 
• Session 6: Development of short- and long-term prospective energy balances 
• Session 7: Preparing the final impact assessment of the INOGATE project on Partner 

Countries 
 

2.2.2.1 Session 5: Sharing of experience between Partner Countries 

During this session, three PCs shared their experiences or ‘success stories’ in three different areas. 

Georgia: Mr. Gogita Todradze presented the work done by Geostat to prepare the 2014 energy 
balance and the improvements and differences in comparison to the compilation of the 2013 energy 
balance. In the beginning of his presentation, Mr. Todradze, stressed once again the significant role of 
ITS in providing assistance to Geostat. The activities carried out in preparation for the compilation of 
the energy balance for 2014 were described. He also presented the series of questionnaires used to 
collect supply data from energy companies, and questionnaires for the collection of final energy 
consumption in all sectors of the economy as well as the mechanics and methodologies used in the 
final energy consumption surveys.  

Comparison between 2013 and 2014 Energy Balance Compilation noted the following improvements 
and differences: 

• Changes were made in the Law on Official Statistics of Georgia, which in the collection of da-
ta for 2014 made it obligatory for enterprises to provide information, which was not the 
case in 2013; 

• Improved and updated sampling frame in 2014 compared to 2013; 
• Increased knowledge of staff such as interviewers, supervisors, operators and analytical staff 

as a result of the experience gained in 2013; 
• More active cooperation and improved communication with producers, providers and users 

of energy statistics; 
• Improved software for data collection and development of more detailed output tables; 
• Started activities related to the production of monthly gas and oil statistics; 
• Expanded use of administrative sources of data for the production of energy statistics. 

 

After the presentation, several questions were raised by the participants e.g. on sampling method-
ologies, sample size and survey frequency and examples of administrative sources of data used by 
Geostat. One of the examples of administrative data used is imports and exports from the Customs 
Office. 

 

Moldova:  Ms. Svetlana Bulgac of National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) shared Moldova’s experience 
on the new methodology and first results for monthly and energy prices statistics. Ms. Bulgac intro-
duced her presentation by describing the background for the development of monthly and energy 
prices statistics, as these activities were included in the Energy Statistics Action Plan for Moldova 
with ITS support. This was followed by a discussion of steps taken, legal background for the organisa-
tion of statistical surveys, methodological basis, data sources used, tools used in statistical surveys 
such as statistical forms and classifiers used, key indicators calculated, and how monthly and energy 
prices statistics are disseminated. 
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The manner of dissemination of monthly and energy prices statistics are: 

• Publication of main indicators in a database in the NBS website 
• International reporting of gas and oil monthly statistics to JODI (Joint Organisations Data Ini-

tiative) 
• Information and metadata are also published on the NBS website 
• Users and deadlines for submission are published in the Statistical Work and Publications 

Programme. 
 

The SSSU representative informed that, since they are also in the process of developing an energy 
prices reporting system, to comply with Energy Community obligations, the experience of Moldova 
was a good example of how it could be done.  

 

Belarus:  NSC representative, Ms. Olga Dovnar, delivered a presentation on the work done towards 
the calculation of energy efficiency indicators in Belarus; the methodology used and the first results 
obtained. Ms. Dovnar took the opportunity to present the areas of ITS technical assistance according 
to the adopted Energy Statistics Action Plan of Belarus. As a result of ITS recommendations, the fol-
lowing results were achieved: 

• Established Energy Statistics Working Group; 
• Developed draft methodology on compilation of fuel and energy balance using volume or 

physical content method, and calculation of final energy consumption; 
• Draft methodology for climate factor calculation has been prepared and pilot calculations 

for the smoothing of energy data time series since 2000 has been done; 
• Developed a system of energy efficiency indicators by sectors of final consumption; 
• Identified approaches to conducting a survey on energy consumption of households; 
• Established the menu ‘Energy Statistics’ on the NSC website for public dissemination of en-

ergy data, which previously has not been available to the public; 
• Introduced additional activities aimed at improving energy statistics into the Development 

Strategy of National Statistics of the Republic of Belarus until 2017.  
 
The Eurostat representative asked whether there are other PCs applying climate factor adjustment 
to energy data time series. Presently, only Belarus has adopted climate correction methodology in 
smoothing energy data time series. It was noted that Energy Balances are published without climate 
corrections. 

 

2.2.2.2 Session 6: Development of short and long-term prospective energy balances 

During this session, ITS senior expert, Ms. Alenka Kinderman Loncarević, provided a methodological 
and practical overview on statistical and forecasted energy balances. Statistical and forecasted 
energy balances play an important role in energy planning, since they contribute to the development 
of sustainable energy supply and demand options. The statistical balances serve as a baseline for the 
energy balance forecasts. These topics were elaborated in the presentation using the Croatian 
example to illustrate the models and results:  

1. Differences and similarities between statistical and planned/forecasted energy balances 
2. Application of the optimisation method for development of energy balances in short- to 

medium-term planning period 
3. Modelling of energy consumption 
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4. Modelling of energy supply 
5. Overview of results 

 
After the presentation, the Ministry of Economy representative from Belarus shared their experience 
on how the construction of a nuclear plant had been based on erroneous demand forecast of 
increasing energy requirements in industry. Actual consumption later on proved not to be as high as 
forecasted. 

 

2.2.2.3 Session 7: Preparing the final impact assessment of the Inogate project on Partner 
Countries 

The last session focused on the preparation of final impact assessment of the Inogate project on 
energy statistics on the Partner Countries. 

Ms. Alenka Kinderman Loncarević discussed the process of updating the country progress reports. 
The ESAP monitoring indicators were explained in detail to ensure that the correct responses are 
reflected in the questionnaires.  

The request for final update of the Progress Report will be sent to all PCs in January 2016, with 
specific instructions for each country where to provide additional information. An example of good 
practice on the completion of the Progress Report will also be distributed together with the draft 
Progress Reports. 

KE4 and Ms. Gloria Aguinaldo introduced and explained the mechanics of the structured interviews, 
an additional assessment tool for the final impact assessment of the Inogate project on energy 
statistics. The list of prospective respondents will be sent to the ESN representatives for their 
feedback and comments. 
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2.2.2.4 Summary conclusions and wrap-up of the meeting: 

 

All PC participants expressed their satisfaction and thanked the INOGATE project for the successful 
cooperation it established with all nine Partner Countries. Participants agreed that remarkable 
results have been achieved on the improvement of energy statistics in their respective countries. The 
PCs have issues and challenges in common and they wish to continue the regional cooperation 
initiated by INOGATE.  

Although a great deal has been achieved since 2012, there is still room for improvement. There is still 
the need for technical assistance for instance in the improvement of the legal framework. There is 
still a need to send the message to policy and decision makers that Energy Statistics are important. 
Once again, a reminder was conveyed to use experts from PCs as experts in future projects (peer-to-
peer technical assistance). 

The importance of the Energy Statistics Network as an important partner in the successful 
implementation of energy statistics activities and as a platform for exchange of experiences and best 
practices was emphasized, and hope was expressed that the ESN will also continue in the future.  

The IEA representative conveyed his appreciation for the improvement of country submissions to the 
IEA, and it was a great opportunity for him to attend the ESN meeting to gain first-hand information 
on the issues and challenges faced by the countries in the production of energy statistics. The ESN is 
a great platform for cooperation and interaction of opinions. A lot of work remains to be done, and 
doing things together will benefit the PCs. 

The Eurostat representative also expressed his appreciation for the high degree of motivation and 
professionalism, as well as the openness in communication, which exists among the member of the 
ESN; the peer-to-peer exchange of knowledge is a concept, which is worth considering in the future 
project; work for further data quality improvement and production of more disaggregated data must 
be continued; information on future steps must be provided and elaborated. 

KE4 concluded that significant results have been achieved, thanks in part to the fact that the 
architecture of the project has been good from the start (i.e. use of ESAPs). There is a need to 
consolidate work done from 2012 to 2016, which will serve as the baseline for the future EU 
technical assistance on energy statistics. 
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2.3 Annexes 

2.3.1 Overview of Partner Countries’ achievements since 2012 (ESAP Indicators)  

Armenia: Key ESAP Indicators 2012-2015 

 

Azerbaijan: Key ESAP Indicators 2012-2015 
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Belarus: Key ESAP Indicators 2012-2015 

 

Georgia: Key ESAP Indicators 2012-2015 
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Kazakhstan: Key ESAP Indicators 2012-2015 

 
 

Kyrgyzstan: Key ESAP Indicators 2012-2015 
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Moldova: Key ESAP Indicators 2012-2015 

 

 
Tajikistan: Key ESAP Indicators 2012-2015 
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Ukraine: Key ESAP Indicators 2012-2015 
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2.3.2 Detailed assessment of INOGATE’s energy statistics activities in each Partner Country since 
2012 
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2.3.3 List of participants 
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2.3.4 Contact Details of Energy Statistics Network (ESN) members 

 
Armenia 
Ms. Hasmik Hakobyan 
Main Specialist of Industry Statistics Division 
National Statistical Service of the Republic of Armenia 
Republic Ave  
3 Government House 
Yerevan 0010 
Republic of Armenia 
Phone: (+374 11) 524-213 
Fax: (+374 11) 521-921 
Email: hasohakoyan@gmail.com 
 
Mr. Hrant Gnuni  
Senior Researcher 
“Energy Strategy Centre”, Branch of “Scientific Research Institute of Energy” CJSC 
Miasnikyan Ave., 5/1  
Yerevan 375025 
Republic of Armenia  
Phone: (+374 10) 566-091 
Fax: (+374 10) 565-155 
Email: hrant.gnuni@gmail.com 
 
Azerbaijan 
Mr. Hajibala Dadashov  
Head of Industry and Construction Statistics Department  
The State Statistical Committee of the Republic of Azerbaijan 
AZ1136 Inchaatchilar Avenue 
Baku, Azerbaijan  
Tel : (+994 12) 539-87-17 
Email: hajibalad@azstat.org 
 
Belarus 
Ms. Olga Dovnar  
Deputy Chairperson 
National Statistical Committee of the Republic of Belarus 
12 Partizansky Avenue 
220070 Minsk  
Republic of Belarus 
Phone: +375 (17) 368-02-79 
Email: intcoop@mail.ru  
 
Ms. Tatyana Drozdova  
Head of the Main Department of Fuel and Energy Complex,  
Chemical and Pharmaceutical Industry 
Ministry of Economy 
14 Bersona Street 
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220050 Minsk  
Republic of Belarus 
Phone:  +375 (17) 222-60-48  
Fax:  +375 (17) 200-37-77 
Email: minec_213@economy.gov.by  
 
Georgia 
Mr. Gogita Todradze 
Head of the Business Statistics Division 
National Statistics Office of Georgia 
30 Tsotne Dadiani Str. 
Tbilisi 0180 
Georgia 
Phone: (+995-32) 236-72-10 (200) 
Fax: (+995-32) 236-72-13 
Email: gtodradze@geostat.ge 
Email: gtodradze@gmail.com 
 
Ms. Tamar Klateishvili  
Senior Adviser to the Minister 
Ministry of Energy 
2 Sanapiro Str. 
Tbilisi 0105 
Georgia 
Phone: (+995-57) 799-19-52 
Email: t.klateishvili@energy.gov.ge 
 
  
Kyrgyzstan  
Ms. Chynarkul Abdrahmanova  
Head of Section for Statistics of Industry, Construction and Investments 
National Statistical Committee of the Kyrgyz Republic 
374 Frunze Street  
720033 Bishkek 
Kyrgyz Republic  
Phone:  +996 (312) 62-60-84 
Fax: +996 (312) 66-01-38 
Email: a2003c@yandex.com  
 
Mr. Tulegen Dyusheyevich Sadabayev (also Country Coordinator) 
Head of Fuel, Gas and Heat Supply Department  
Ministry of Energy and Industry 
119 Ahunbaeva Street  
720055 Bishkek  
Kyrgyz Republic 
Cell: +996 (55) 010-36-24 
Phone: +996 (312) 56-09-98  
Phone: +996 (312) 56-11-25 
Fax: +996 (312) 56-20-28 
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Email: ogt2009@mail.ru 
 
Kazakhstan 
Ms. Zifa Yakupova  
Head of the Department for Services Statistics  
Committee on Statistics of the Ministry of National Economy  
Left bank of the Ishim River 
Orynbor Str. 8 
'House of the Ministries', 4th Entrance 
010000 Astana 
Republic of Kazakhstan  
Phone:  +8 (7172) 74-95-47 
Fax:  +8 (7172) 74-94-94 
Email: zifa.yakupova@mail.ru  
 
Ms. Ainur Adilova 
Head of the Mutual Trade and Commodity Markets Statistics Division  
Committee on Statistics of the Ministry of National Economy  
Left bank of the Ishim River 
Orynbor Str. 8 
'House of the Ministries', 4th Entrance 
010000 Astana 
Republic of Kazakhstan  
Phone:  +8 (7172) 74-95-47 
Fax:  +8 (7172) 74-94-94 
Email: aadilova@stat.kz 
 
Mr. Anuar Koschkarbayev  
Head of the Statistics and Analysis Department 
SC Kazakhsenergoexpertisa  
Ministry of Industry and New Technologies 
Transport Tower Building 
32⁄1 Kabanbai Batyr Ave. 
010000 Astana 
Republic of Kazakhstan  
Tel.: +7 (7172) 96-86-13 
Email: anuar19872005@mail.ru 
 
Moldova  
Ms. Svetlana Bulgac  
Head of the Industry, Energy and Construction Statistics Division 
National Bureau of Statistics 
106 Grenoble Str. 
MD-2019 Chisinau 
Republic of Moldova 
Phone: (+373 22) 40-30-00 
Fax: (+373 22) 22-61-46 
Email: svetlana.bulgac@statistica.md 
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Ms. Ina Cretu  
Senior Consultant in Energy Policies 
Ministry of Economy 
1 Piata Marii Adunari Nationale  
MD-2033 Chisinau 
Republic of Moldova 
Phone: (+373 22) 23-74-48  
Phone: (+373 22) 25-01-07 
Fax: (+373 22) 23-40-64 
Email: ina.cretu@mec.gov.md 
 
Tajikistan  
Mr. Asvat Asoev  
Deputy Director 
Statistical Agency under President of the Republic of Tajikistan 
17 Bokhtar Str.  
734025 Dushanbe 
Republic of Tajikistan 
Phone: (+992 37) 223-02-45 
Fax: (+992 37) 221-43-75 
Email: stat@tojikiston.com 
 
Ukraine   
Mr. Anatoliy Fryzorenko 
Head of the Trade Statistics Department 
State Statistics Service of Ukraine 
3 Shota Rustavely Str. 
01601 Kyiv-23 
Ukraine 
Phone: (+380 44) 287-24-33  
Fax: (+380 44) 235-37-39 
Email: A.Frizorenko@ukrstat.gov.ua  
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2.3.5 Evaluation of participants’ satisfaction 

Participants to the seminar have been asked to evaluate the event using a short questionnaire. 16 
filled in questionnaires have been returned to ITS. 

The table below gives the results of the evaluation for each item or session. 
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